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Lyons to Vienne, accompanied by a small army. The Pope
secretly summoned a consistory composed of the cardinals, ;
almost all of whom were under obligations to himself or
Philip, and a number of ecclesiastics who were also dupes
of the French king. On March 22nd, this consistory
approved the suppression of the Temple by way of apostolic
provision.
The general council of the Church resumed its sessions on
April 3rd. Philip was present to support Clement and the
French troops were in the vicinity to crush any opposition.
Amid a deep silence, the Pope made known his decision to
the bishops. " As we cannot by canon law condemn the
Temple, we have decided, not without bitterness and grief of
heart, to proceed against the Order by way of provision, with
the approbation of the Holy Council and by virtue of our
Apostolic authority. We have abolished it and its supporters
in perpetuity and we expressly prohibit any person from
entering the Order or wearing the habit of the Order or
daring to represent himself as a Templar, Anyone who
shall presume to act in defiance of this decree is proclaimed
excommunicate." The Pope defended himself by saying
that the possessions of the Temple had been given for the
defence of the Holy Land and that it was necessary that
they should be used for that purpose* This could not be
done until the future of the Temple had been settled.
Evidence to justify a canonical condemnation had not,
Clement admitted, been duly presented, but he pointed out
that it would take a considerable time to make such an
investigation as would satisfy the council and that in the
meantime everything would be in confusion, I Ic personally
was convinced that the Temple was guilty of terrible offences
and he felt justified in using his papal powers to suppress
the source of the abomination.
There was not a single dissentient voice.    The council
was probably relieved that the responsibility had been taken